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Treasures in the Windows System32 Directory

THERE'S A DIRECTORY ON ALL WINDOWS COMPUTERS THAT CONTAINS A LOT OF USEFUL

System32 has been a part of
Windows for many years, starting with
Windows 2000. The directory, which is
inside the Windows directory, contains
more than 4700 files and folders. About
600 files have exe extensions and some
of them can be quite helpful.

O TR cWndowsyemaz,
System32

Date created
6/5/2021 8:10AM
6/5/2021 801 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM

Date modified
3/21/2022 641 AM

Size Date created

6/5/2021 810 AM
3/21/2022 635 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM
3/21/2022 634 AM
6/5/2021 1021 AM
3/31/2022 540PM
3/21/2022 634 AM
6/5/2021805 AM
6/5/2021 805 AM
6/5/2021 805 AM
6/5/2021 805 AM
6/5/2021 805 AM
6/5/2021805 AM
6/5/2021 805 AM

6/5/2021 10 AM
6/5/2021 8:10AM
6/5/2021 810 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM
6/5/2021 10:21 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM
6/5/2021 810 AM

4KB 6/5/2021 805 AM
KB 6/5/2021 805 AM
KB 6/5/2021 805 AM
KB 6/5/2021 805 AM
KB 6/5/2021 805 AM
15KB  6/5/2021 805 AM
KB 6/5/2021 805 AM

¥ @ AdvencedKeySettingsNtification.png
K @AppHelpToastpng

6/5/2021805 AM
6/5/2021 806 AM
6/5/2021 806 AM
#5201 205 AM

KB 6/5/2021 805 AM
K8 6/5/2021 806 AM
KB 6/5/2021 806 AM
KR 6/3091 205 AM

IanView PNG File

CHKDSK.EXE, used to analyze a disk
for errors, and other familiar utilities
are there. So is DiALER.EXE, the antique
component that can dial a phone
number if a phone line is connected
to the computer. Fonput.ExE won’t cook
a tasty meal for you, though. It's the
Windows Features on Demand User
Experience component.

Starting with the Basics

LET’S CONSIDER SOME OF THE MOST USEFUL

Psr.ExE, the Problem Steps Recorder
lets users share information when
something goes wrong with the
computer. An application such as Aero-
Admin can share the screen with a

helper, but PSR is still useful because
it records screen shots for each action
taken and bundles everything into a
single compressed file that can be
shared with a technician.

Many of the typefaces included with
or added to Windows have more than
the standard 255 ASCII characters.
CHarMAP.EXE displays all available char-
acters so they can be inserted into a
document.

use Fc.exe. This is a utility that must be
run from the command line, and it has
a lot of switches that you can see by
typing f£c/? at the command prompt.

Dxbiaa.exe collects information about
DirectX devices to troubleshoot audio
and video problems. DirectX was added
in 1996 to provide low-level access to
the computer’s video and audio hard-
ware and is primarily used by games.

| Sysem Display 1 Display2 Display3 Sound 1 Sound 2 Sound3 Sound4 nput

your system.

| Ifyoulnow whatareas causing the problem, cick the appropriate tab above. Otherwise, you can use the “Next Page” button belon to
visit each page in sequence.

MbscHED.EXE, @ memory diagnostic,
can locate problems that cause a
computer to crash with a blue screen,
hang, freeze, or reboot without
warning. Once scheduled, the memory
diagnostic will run the next time you
start the computer and before Windows
launches.

Check your computer for memory problems

Memory problems can cause your computer to lose information
or stop working.
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—> Restart now and check for problems |
(recommended) i
Save your work and close any open programs before i
restarting. |

i
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—> Check for problems the next time | start my
computer

When you have two files that you
need to compare to see if they’'re iden-
tical or, if not, what differences exist,
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64-bit (10.0, Buid 22000)
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32765MB RAM

255500 Used, 11784V avalable

18 Check for WHQL digital signatures

Dx0iag 1 164bit Unicode:

MsinFo32.exE gathers information
about the computer and displays a
comprehensive summary of the hard-
ware, system components, and soft-
ware environment. This information
is helpful in diagnosing problems. To
share the results with a technician,
export the information to an nro or
xt file.

Siaverir.exe, the File Signature Verifi-
cation application, checks the validity
of device drivers. The utility was added
to Windows 7. It examines all device
drivers and identifies ones that have
no valid signatures. If you suspect a
problem with drivers that have been
installed by malware, this utility is a
good starting point.
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Sharing a Directory

IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM SHARING A DRIVE OR A

Create A Shared Folder Wizard X
Folder Path =
Spedify the path to the folder you want to share.

Computer name: LAPTOP-JHKGQ51U

Type the path to the folder you want to share, or dick Browse to pick the folder or add a new
folder.

Browse...

Folder path: G\Downloads

Example: C:\Docs\Public

< Back Next > Cancel

The Shrpuew.EXE wizard will even take
care of firewall settings, which is the
most common cause of failures. The
user needs to provide the location of
the directory to share. If the directory
specified doesn’t yet exist, the utility
will create it.

Create A Shared Folder Wizard X

Name, Description, and Settings =
Specify how people see and use this share over the network.

Type information about the share for users. To madify how people use the content while
offine, dick Change.

Share name: MainDownloads

Share path: \LAPTOP-JKGQ51UWMainDownloads

Description: Downloads file on primary PC

Selected files and programs available offiine

Change...

Offiine setting:

< Back Next > Cancel

After filling in the name of the share
and providing a description, the user
specifies what permissions users will
have: Read-only for everyone, full
access for administrators and read-
only access (or no access) for others,
or customized permissions.

At the end of the process, you’ll have
a share path and this is what other
users on the network will need to gain
access to the directory.

To access the share path, users will
must enter a user name and a pass-
word that has been defined on the
computer where the shared directory
is located.

: Use Caution When Exploring System32 :
:  Avoid wandering through the System32 directory and randomly clicking§
executable files to see what they do. This would be like strolling through a
: big-box store, opening random containers, and drinking the contents. You
might enjoy a tasty ale or apple juice, of course, but you also might find that
: you have consumed toilet bowl cleaner or furniture polish.

Every application in the System32 directory is fine when used properly,
but the consequences may be severe if one is misused. Also, never rename,
delete, or edit any of the files in the System32 directory.

To find out what an exk file does, use Google or DuckDuckGo to ask what :

is “Xxx.Exe?” Let’s say you've seen ALa.exe and wonder what it is. Might it be :
. an algebra tutor? Well, no. Ara.ext is the Application Layer Gateway service, a

: Windows component. It is required if you use a third-party firewall or Internet :

: Connection Sharing (ICS) to connect to the internet. This is not an application :

: you’ll want to run just to see what it does. It’s unlikely to cause any harm,
but it certainly won’t be helpful.

An even better resource is Microsoft’s documentation site, where you can

: search for the System32 applications. Not all applications are documented

: there, though, so a search engine is sometimes the only resource.

Some of the files, particularly the older ones, have no graphical user
interface and must be run from the command line. Take Cuir.exe for example:

: It redirects the command output from the command line to the Windows :

clipboard. It can be used to copy data directly into any application that can :
: receive text from the clipboard. You can also paste the text output into other
programs.
The name of a command doesn’t always accurately describe what it does.

: In part this is because many of the older applications comply with the DOS
: 8.3 file naming convention where the name of the file is no longer than eight :
characters and the extension is three characters.

¢ Look for the gems, but explore cautiously. Q

Create A Shared Folder Wizard X - X
v Windows Security
Shared Folder Permissions —
Permissions let you control who can see the folder and the level of access they
-

Enter network credentials
Set the kind of iSSi vant for the shared folder. - "
GRS L e AL = Enter your credentials to connect to: laptop-j4kgq51u
(O) Al users have read-only access

© Administrators have full access; other users have read-only access

() Administrators have full access; other users have no access -0 Em =l e e

(O) Customize permissions
®cccccccoo o

By default, only share permissions are set on this folder. To control local access
permissians to this folder or ebjects within the folder, cick Custom... and then modify the

Remember my credentials
permissions on the Security tab to apply spedfic permissions on the folder.

Cancel

< Back

Clicking Remember my creden- The Windows System32 directory

tials will save the password so that
future access will be automatic. It’'s
also wise for the user to add the shared
location to the Favorites section of
the Windows File Explorer to avoid
the need to type the long share path
each time.

houses lots of useful functions. To
avoid problems, take care not to use
any of the applications unless you know
what they will do. Q


https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/search/

